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Please, put out clean water regularly for the garden birds…
· BIRDCARE STANDARDS ASSOCIATION MAKES PLEA TO GARDEN BIRD FANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY
The Birdcare Standards Association has issued a plea to garden bird fans across the UK to make sure they keep making clean water accessible to their garden birds this summer – particularly in those areas where a drought has been declared.

A spokesman for the Association whose members are responsible for well in excess of 70% of all the feed – seed mixes, peanuts and suet products - and accessories - such as bird tables and nest boxes - sold in the UK, says that a regular supply of water is vital to keep the garden birds alive: “We’re making a plea to people in the UK to keep their bird baths topped up with clean water all through the summer. In drought conditions, supplies of water to which birds have access can dry up totally and make life very difficult for them. Many birds, particularly the smaller ones, only need to lose about 10% of their body’s water content to die from dehydration, so it is vital they have a reliable source of clean, fresh water from which to drink. 
He continued: “Bird baths are very important to garden birds. They all need to drink regularly all year round, and at this time when drought conditions are threatened across large parts of the country during the summer, it’s more important than ever to keep the water supply for the birds topped up. Most birds are also enthusiastic bathers. Birds depend on their feathers for warmth and insulation as well as flight, so regular feather care is vital.”

To be sure that you are using quality, hygienically prepared bird foods, and quality bird feeders and nest boxes, look out for the distinctive orange BSA logo on packaging. All BSA members are committed to the high standards the BSA has adopted and you can be sure that the food and other wild bird care products purchased will meet the needs of the birds in your garden. Further details of the BSA, its standards and its members can be obtained by visiting its web site at www.birdcare.org.uk.
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